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The Godo Sanno Festival is the largest and most
important sacred event of Hiyoshi Shrine in Godo
Town.

It is held every spring.

With a history of more than 1,200 years, Hiyoshi
Shrine was founded by Saicho, the founder of the
Tendai sect.

It is a rare shrine where Shinto deities and Buddhist
figures are enshrined together, reflecting Japan’s
unique tradition of religious harmony.

Home to many important cultural treasures, the
shrine embodies not only the history of the town, but
also the rich heritage of Japan itself.
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There is a three-story pagoda in the grounds of
Hioshi Shrine. it enshrines Dainichi Nyorai, the
highest-ranking deity in Buddhism

Constructed more than 500 years ago, it is
designated as an Important Cultural Property of
Japan.

Having withstood centuries of natural disasters and
times of conflict without significant damage, the
pagoda continues to stand in quiet dignity.
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As the evening air deepens, the excitement in the
surroundings rises. Preceding the mikoshi, the samurai
procession advances solemnly. They safeguard the safe
passage of the mikoshi.

flickering and casting shifting shadows through a curtain

of white mist.

Wrapped in firelight and drifting haze, the scene feels as
though one has stepped into another world.
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The Sanno Festival at Hiyoshi Shrine is also called
the Fire Festival.

The sacred fire originates from the esoteric flame
brought back by Saicho, the founder of the Tendai
sect, from Mount Tiantai.

The fire drives away evil, welcomes the gods, and
carries the prayers of the people to the heavens.
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The origins of Hiyoshi Shrine date back to the Heian
period.

However, the Sanno Festival as we know it—
featuring seven mikoshi—is said to have begun
when Minamoto no Yoritomo, founder of the
Kamakura Shogunate, donated them to the shrine.

Historical records also tell us that Yoritomo visited
Hiyoshi Shrine in Godo to offer his prayers.
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The mikoshi charges forward with tremendous
force.

Blazing torches burn brightly, guarding the sacred
palanquin.

Led by a tall lantern bearing the name of the deity,

the massive mikoshi races powerfully toward the
otabisho.
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The mikoshi charges through the Shokuro River.

This river was specially created for the festival,
inspired by Lake Biwa in Shiga Prefecture.

On the day of the festival, the river is filled with a
shallow layer of water—and the mikoshi surges
powerfully through it.

The river is closed to visitors at all other times.
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At the Sanno Festival, countless torches light up the
night.These torches are made from hemp stalks.

The hemp is carefully cultivated each year from
seed under strict supervision.

Only the peeled stalks are used for the torches,
while the rest is respectfully burned.

When lit, the torches release a rich and fragrant
aroma, adding to the sacred atmosphere of the
festival.
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At last, the seven mikoshi arrived safely at the sacred
resting place.

Rejoicing in the successful welcome of the deities
into the town, the people savor the lingering
excitement of the moment.

The remaining torches are then gathered and set
aflame.

Tall flames rise high into the night sky, burning
fiercely—

a powerful signal that the midnight festival has
come to its end.
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Welcome to Hiyoshi Shrine. We are Volunteer
Guide

We look forward to welcoming you.

Guided tours can be arranged even outside the
festival season.

Please note that prior reservation is required,
and tours are typically conducted during the
daytime for up to two hours.

With this booklet in hand, we warmly invite you
to explore—and allow us to guide you on your
journey.
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